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drawing to one owned by M. van Gelder, 
at Vocle, near Uccle-Bruxelles, which was 
exhibited at the Exhibition of Ancient Art 
of Brussels in 1905* and to one at the 
Chateau d'Aulnois in France, that it seems 
safe to conclude that they were woven from 
cartoons based upon the same small design. 

In the second and smaller tapestry, which 
was probably made to go between win- 
dows, the subject is explained by the inscrip- 
tion in the cartouche of the upper border : 
"ARGU1TUR NUMIDAE FIDES, 
MANDATQUE SOPHONI TOXICA. 
NEC ALIAM SPLM SUPERESSE 
SIBI." The Numidian's (Massinissa's) good 
faith is ai tacked and he sends poison to 
Sophonisba, explaining that he has no other 
hope remaining. 

Massinissa, king of Numidia, an ally of the 
Carthaginians, was promised Sophonisba, 
the beautiful daughter of Hasdrubal, for his 
wife, but the promise was broken and 
Sophonisba married to Massinissa's enemy, 
Syphax, king of the Massaesylians. Urged 
on by the Carthaginians, Syphax waged war 
on Massinissa and drove him from his king- 
dom. Massinissa then allied himself to the 
Romans, and with their assistance defeated 
and killed Syphax, taking to wife Sophon- 
isba, whom he still loved. Scipio, learning 
this and fearing the influence of the Cartha- 
ginian princess, demanded that she should be turned 
over to him as a captive. Massinissa, powerless to 
save her from such a fate, gave her poison to 
drink. In the foreground are Scipio and Massinissa, 
and in the distance Sophonisba seated in her tent 
and receiving poison from the hand of Massinissa's 
messenger. 

A similar tapestry to this is owned by the 
Musees Royaux du Cinquantenaire in Brussels and 
illustrated on Plate 30 of " Les Tapisseries," by 
J. Destree et P. van Den Ven, Brussels, 1910. 
S. G. F. T. 

Library of the Museum 

AMONG the many important books relating 
to Far Eastern Ait, recently added to the 
Library of the Museum, is the " Jeypore Portfolio 
of Architectural Details/* edited by S. S. Jacob. 
This work consists of a collection of measured 
drawings from buildings chiefly in or near Delhi 
and Agra and parts of Rajputana, with short de- 
scriptive notes of the places from which they have 
been taken. The ten volumes of the set deal with 
the following subjects : I. Copings and Plinths ; 
II. Caps and Bases; III. Carved Doors; IV. 
Brackets; V. Arches; VI. Balustrades; VII. 
Springs and Band Patterns; VIII. Wall and 
Surface Decoration ; IX. Dados ; X. Parapets. 

*"La Belle Tapisserye du Roi ( 1 532-1 797) et les Tentures de 
Scipion I'Africain," par le Colonel d* Artier, Paris, 1907, Pis. II and 

XXIV. 




Scipio Upbraiding Massinissa 



Brussels, sixteenth century 



Other additions of particular interest include a 
complete set of the Journal of the Royal Asiatic 
Society of Great Britain and Ireland, from 1 882 
to date, and the Imperial Gazetteer of India, in 
twenty-six volumes. Part II of " L'art Greco- 
Bouddhique du Gandhara," by Foucher, and 
Volume II, Parts I and II, of " Elements of Hindu 
Iconography/* by T. A. Gopinatha Rao, have 
also been received. 

Several French dictionaries and bibliographies 
have been purchased, including : Benezit, " Dic- 
tionnaire Critique et Documentaire des Peintres, 
Sculpteurs, Dessinateurs et Graveurs " ; Littre, 
'* Dictionnaire de la langue Francaise " (edition 
of 1 885- 1 886, in five volumes) ; and Querard, 
** La France Litteraire ou Dictionnaire Biblio- 
graphique." 

Attention may also be called to the following 
group of books now on the Library shelves, which 
should be of special interest to students : Morin- 
Jean, " Le Dessin des Animaux en Grece d'apres 
les vases Peints " ; Leemans, 44 Boro-Boudour dans 
Tile de Java " ; and Franz Heger's " Alte Metall- 
trommeln aus Siidost-Asien." In preparation for 
this last named work Dr. Heger spent more than 
eighteen years of study on this particular subject. 
The second volume is devoted entirely to splendid 
photogravure illustrations of old bronze drums, 
together with numerous plates showing detailed 
drawings of their ornamentation. 

R. L. D. 



